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SOME

considerations"

Upon the STATE of our

.a

Publick Debts, &c.

F by the focial Laws of
Life we are obliged to
aid one another, and to
do kind Offices undefir'd,
it will follow that eve-'
ry Opportunity of doing

good, is a Call to do good; and this Du-
ty muft encreafe in proportion to the Im-'
portance of the Occafion, and confequent-'
ly the Publick has a Right to our flrfl:

?ind beft Servke.

A 2 Armed

5o'hoZL02^



[4]
Armed with this PrincipJe of Love to

my Country, I fet forth in an untrodden

Path, and fhall regard no Obftrudions

or Difficulties I meet in my Way; but

will unask'd, and I fear unthank'd too,

offer my Afliftance to my Superiors, and

endeavour to ftrengthen their Hands in

promoting the Happinefs of our Country,

and removing its Burthens ; which I hope

to da; by fhewing them a fliort sfa^ to

thofe good Ends.

The Power and Happinefs of any

Country depends in a great Meafure upon
a skilful and frugal Management of the

Publick Treafure^ which my Lord Coke

juflty calls, TuteU '^acis & frmamentum
BeHi ; By this Conduct chiefly the'Seven

Provinces, not of more Extent than Tork-

jhire^ have proved tl>eir State as eonfidera-

hie as fome of the greatefl Powers in

Europe; and by the neg!e£! of it, we have

feen, but few Years fuice, the once formida-

ble Kingdom of S^^ain expeQing its Fate

andj:he Decif\on of its Empire trom two
iftconllderabie Armies of Foreigners con-

tending within its own Bowels; and the

Spaniards themfelves were little more than
"

Spe£lators. . .., -Vt ,',

'Tis with (jrier arid Indignation I fay

it, that England too, which feems defign-

ed by Nature and Situation to be the

Pride
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Pride and Glcry of the World, that has

fo large a Dominion, fo exrenfive a Trade
and immenfe Revenue, Ihould be iunk

and opprejfea by Debts and Anticipa-

tions, by needlefs Offices and Sallaries,

and, I wifli I could fay only, as needlefs

Penfions, to fuch a Degree as to be fcarce

a Match for the lefTer States of Chriden-

dom : We too plainly confefs the Truth
of this by our Manner of carrying on the

prefent War; for though France and the

Emperor are our Allies, and we have no
Land Armies to maintain upon the Con-
tinent, nor expenfive Expeditions to the

Weft-Indies^ yet we run in Debt every

Year greatly to maintain in Effecl only

a defenfive War againll a Country, which
was of no Weight during the laO: and
former Conterts, in the contrary Scale.

' Upon this Occafion I cannot but won-
der at the Stupidity and mlflaken Avarice

of too many ot my Countrymen, who in a

Jate Reign thought it worth their Time tc

purchafe little fecming Advantages to them-

felves and Families at the Expence of their

Country's Ruin, and were contending with
fo much eagernefs for a narrow Cabin,

when the Ship its felf is finking : 'Twas
l^upendious to fee Men of great Fami-
lies and greater Eftates watching the

Smiles and Nods of hungry Courtiers,

courting
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courtirrg Dependence, and worfliipping

thofe who nfiuft otherwife have worQiiped

them, and this often too, for fuch Confide-

rations as did fcarce defray the Charge of

bringing themfelves into this State of

Servitude.

What wa^s then beconrie of the noble Spi-

rit ofour illuflrious Anceilors.who made the

proudefi: Minillers to tremble, and regard-

ed neither the Smiles or Frowns even of

Princes, when they ftood between them
and their Duty to their Country ? In

thofe Days they fcorned to facrifice their

own Honour and Liberty, as well as the

Publick Good, to a Paultry Penfion,

which they were able to give; nor did

they quit their Family-Seats (where they

lived with a becoming Splendor, and re-

ceived a willing Homage from their obli-

ged and grateful Neighbours) to dance

Attendance with a White Wand, or per-

haps only for the Ufe of a Box and Dice.

O Tempora Mores / Who would have

expe£led to havefeen grave Patriots trans-

form'd into Harlequins, and our haughti-

eft Pretenders become Gentlemen Ufliers?

But it's ftill more amazing that Men
of valt Fortunes, all depending upon

the prudent Adminiftration of 'the Pub-

lick Affairs, and the frugal Management
of pur Finances, (hopld bs fo very Indo-

lent
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lent, as to give themfelves no Thoughr,
but how to form new Funds, and make
new Bargains, without once conlidering
how the Old can be fupponed.

I wifh they would now and then pur
the Cafe to themfelves, That 'tis pofTible

we may have a new War with Frame

^

and that the Kingdom will, and ought to

be faved, whatever becomes of them and
their Jnterefts; That there is no Expedi-
ent within the reach of Politicks to pre-

vent a War with a Potent Neighbour,
but by being able to make it; That the
People are not capable of paying Ten Shil-

lings in the Pound, nor will ever confenc
to do it ; That ^twill foon be impcflible to
find out new Funds ; and then let them
reflect what is next to be done.

I wiOa they would not fpend all their

Time in the Alley, and in caroufing with
one another over Champain and Burgun-
dy, but would now and then defcend to
drink a Cup of Ale in the Company of
poor defpiied and mortgaged Country
Gentlemen, where it may be of Ufe to
them to hear other Language : It's true
their Ears will be oflFended with the un.
ufual and ungrateful Sounds of Extortion
and Bribery, of juggling Bargains, made
between former iMmifters and Stock- lob-
bcrs, MoHey then borrowed by the fame

Perfons
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Perfons In one Capacity and lent in an-

other; defperate Debts bought up by
Confederacy for trifling Sums, and then

made good , Publick Money got into pri-

vate Hands, and then lent to the Publick

again for great Prsmiums, and at great

Intereft, and afterwards fquandred away to

make room for new Projeds : It's poffible

too fome of thefe Rufticks may fl:ew a lit-

tle Uneafinefs to fee thofe, who but few
Years fince would not have kept on their

,Hats before them, ride now about in

Coaches and Six, with pompous Liveries

and Attendants, maintained out of their

Eflates, whilft themfelves walk on Foot

;

and all this while poffibly their Country-

Underftandings may not find out the leaft

Merit, Virtue, or Publick Service done,

by thefe fhining Gallants to countenance

fuch a Diftinfftion,

How unreafonable foever thefe Sugge-

ftions and Difcourfes are, (which perhaps

may be faid to proceed from Emulation,

Envy, and often from Difaffedion) yet

'tis certain they come from thofe who
have and always will have a great fbare

in our Legiflature, in fpight of all that can

be done to prevent it.

Thofe too, who are mod depended

lipon, will, I doubt not, then, like another

fort of Vermin, know how to quit a fal-

ling
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ling Houfe, and fpeak in a different

Strain ; They will tell us that nothing is

juft orunjuft, but as it promotes or hinders

the Publick Good.
They will tell us it's barbarous to blow

up Houfes, and fometimes fhut them up
with People in them ; and yet 'tis often

done to prevent the fpreading of Fires,

and infectious Diftempers, and no Law
gives Remedy for fuch Injuries.

We (hall be told Towns, Countries,

and Provinces are laid walte by thofe

whofe Duty 'tis to protect them, when 'tis

necelTary to oppofe or diftrefs a Publick

Enemy, without the Imputation of Cruel-

ty or want of Humanity.

We fhall be told Towns befieged

have thought it lawful to eat one ano-
ther, rather than fubmit to a barbarous

Enemy.
They will tell us fuch Exigencies may

happen to a State, that it may not only
be lawful, but the Duty of Legiflators, to

feize Wealth and Treafure wherever they
find it; and the want of fuch a feafonable

Refolution, loft Conjla/itwople to the

Turks,

God forbid that this Nation fhould e-

ver be reduced to fuch a fatal Neceflity |

My Heart akes, and my Pen trembles

when I mention it : I abominate the
B Thought,
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Thought ; and the Intent of this Paper Is

to prevent it, and to call upon my
Countryoaen to join Hand and Heart,

and to lay afide their little Party Animo-

fities, and unite this once to fave them-

felves and Country ; which muft be done

by curbing thofe who will otherwifc curb

us; by contrading the Publick Expences

of all Kinds; by cutting off and retrench-

ing Penfions, as well as ufelefs and exor-'

bitant Salaries, (if any fuch there be;)

by examining into every Branch of the

Publick Revenue, as well as the Publick

Expence, and feeing it be brought in care-

fully, and laid out frugally.

What can be more invidious than for

a Nation, ftaggeriug under the Weight
and Oppreflion of its Debts, eaten up
with Ufury, and exhaufted with Pay-,

ments, to have the additional Mortifica-

tion of feeing private and worthlefs Men
riot in their Calamities, and grow Rich,

whilrt they grow Poor ; to fee the

Town every Day glittering with New
and Pompous Equipages, whilft they are

mortgaging and felling their Eftates ; to

fee blazing Meteors fuddenly exhaled out

of their Jakes, and their Mudd (as in

jE^fQ warmed into Monfters.

No
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No Man, who has the leaft regard to

Publick or Private Happinefs, will com-
plain of, or regret, thofe Expences which
have a vifible Tendency to his Country's
Good : Every Man receives again with In-

tereft his Proportion of fuch Taxes, which
he pays with one Hand and receives with
the other, and his Share in the general Fe-
licity is his ample Recompence; but then
he has a Right to expedt they b^ laid out
to the Ufes for which they are gireny
and with the greateft Frugality, and that
private Men be not enrich'd at the Pub-
lick Coft, but as they have contributed to

the Publick Good.
I hope I may without Offence to any

honeft Man affirm, that all which I have
complained of, was our own Cafe during
the laft four Years of the Qiieen's Reign.
I hope it is otherwifc now. I faw then,

as I thought, the Nation finking under
a moft corrupt and foolifh Adminidrati-

on, juil ready to be delivered up to its

Hereditary and moft inveterate Enemy,
enervated by a long and tedious War,
its Traffick betrayed, its Finances dif-

compofed, its People difaffecbed, its Cler-

gy corrupted, and every thing tending to

an univerfal Ruin and Defolation ; when
I feemed to hear a Voice from Heaven,
which promifed us a fecond Redemption

If
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If any one bad then known tbat we
fhould be blefled with the beft Prince li-

ving, who defined nothing of us but to

make ourfelves happy, and to whofe Fa-

vour we could no ocherwife addrefs our

felves, but by Profeflions to ferve our

Country ; who fhared in all our Feelings,

and panted to eafe them ; and in order to

it chofe his Miniftry out of the moft re-

markable Oppofers of the former wicked
Adminiftration : If this Perfon had then

told us, that the late vile Mifcreants fhould

efcape untouched, and carry off their Plun-

der with Impunity ; That httle fhould be
attempted to reform the People, and lefs

the Clergy ; That nothing confiderable

fhould be done to lefTen the Publick Bur-

thens ; but on the contrary Penfions, Sa-

laries and Fees fhould encreafe immenfely

;

That in four Years time, the National

Debts fliould be encreafed by many Mil-

lions, without any vifible Advantage ac-

cruing to the Publick ; nay, that the moft
confiderable if not the only Advantage,
ftipulated for us by the Projedors of the

laft treacherous Peace, fhould be but once
thought of being given up ; I fay,

whoever fhould have furmized all this,

mult have palled for a Ma(^man or Tray-
tor.

As
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As for my felf, I am thoroughly fatis-

fied that nothing has been wanting on his

Majefty's Part, and I hope thofe whofe
Bufinefs it is, will convince us by their

hearty and vigorous EtTorts this prefent

SefTions, that no Lukewarmnefs, affected

Difficulties, or worfe Views, but true and

real Difappointments, have hindered it on

theirs.

If it was proper for me to put my
Name to this Paper, I am perfwaded all

who known me will do me the Juftice

to own, I was long partial to thefe Gen-
tlemens Interefts, often fought their Bat-

tles, and fincerely wilh for a fair Occafi-

on to do fo again ; not by receiving any
particular or perfonal Favours to my felf,

which I neither expe£l, want or defire,

but in common to my Countrymen and
Fellow Subjeds.

With Impatience I expe<fl: this Satisfa*

6lion, and with Pleafure and Tranfport
hear, that the Blefling is near of an ho-

nourable and advantagious Peace, and
doubt not but my Countrymen will rake

this Opportunity to com.pleat their Hap-
pinefs, and endeavour to extricate the Na-
tion out of all its Difficulties: We are in

no Circumftances of engaging in Fairy

and Fantaftical Wars, or of making fruit-

lefs and wanton Expeditions, or indeed

any



any at all, which are not indifpenfably ne-

ceilary to our own Prefervation.

Every Man ought to contribute his ut-^

moft to fave hicnfelf and Country : Thofe
who have long enjoyed ufelefs OiBces, or

Biore ufelefs Penfions, ought of their own
accord to throw them into the Publick

Stock : Such as worthily execute Em-
ployments beneficial to their Country,;

ought to content themfelves with mode-

rate Rewards, and accept their own and

the Publick Security, as Part of their

Recompence. Thofe whofe Fortunes de-i

pend more immediately upon the prefeotj

Eftablifhment, ought not to dinn o^Vf

Ears with Bargains founded in Wantoq-)

nefs, (not to fay Corruption) but willingly-

acquiefce with lefs Intereft to fecure the

Principal; and I hope the Landed Inte-

reft will contribute freely towards pay-

ing ofF thofe Debts, of which every Man
owes a part in proportion to his EftatefJ.

and I could wifb too the Parliamenft

would oblige all Officers to bring in a

I^ift of their Fees, have them compared

with what they were anciently, and fet-

tle them for the future in fuch Manner
that every one may know wlwt he is to

pay, with the fevereft Penalties upon tbofc.

who extort more. I bfjr.

This
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. This Condu£l will make us great and
happy, the Tenor of our Enemies and
the Refuge of our Friends; but then the

Money fo raifed or faved muft be appli-

ed to the Difciiarge of the Publick Bur-

thens, and not made Stales and Funds foe

new Ones ; which will be to encreafe our
Calamity, and make our Condition de-

fperate. I hope every Member of the

Houfe of Commons, confcious of his own
Abilities, will propofe what he conceives

conducive to this great End ; not think

it the Province of particular Men,
and fo wait for Proje£ls cook'd up by
Stock-jobbers, to ferve prefent Views,

and enrich thofe further, who are too

rich already, by making their Country
poor.

As for my own Part, fince I am not at

Liberty to fpeak my Mind where it

might be of greater ufe, I will do it

where and how I can ; and 'till I fee

that I am (topping the Tide with my
Thumb, will do my beft to fave my
Prince and Country, nor fhall regard

whom I pleafe or offend ; I will nei-

ther be frightned, bribed or provoked
out of the Principles I have always pro-

feffed, and always praclis'd.

Mf
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My fixt Purpofe is, if this EfTay meets

with a Reception anfwerable to the Good
I intend, to enquire further into the Caufes

of all our Misfortunes ; to probe and fearch

our Wounds to the Core, and to oflFer at

an adequate Remedy, which I fhall fub-

mit to my Superiors Confideration ; but,

in this Paper I fliall only animadvert up-

on the prefent State of the Civil Lilt, and

hope to propofe a Way to render it moll

Advantageous to his Majefty, and the

leafl: burthenfome to his People.

I blefs God that I can lay my Hand
upon my Heart, and fafely declare, That
I am, ever was, and believe ever fhall be,

heartily and affedionately attached to

his Majefty 's Perfon and Title, which
I fincerely efteem to be the beft, if not

the only, Right any mortal Man can

have to Dominion over his Fellow-Crea-

tures: As upon the moft difinterefted Ob-
fervation of his Adions, and the truefl:

Information I can get of his Temper and
Inclinations, I am fully convinced he has

all thofe Imperial Qualities, which are

neceffary, to make a People great and

happy ; fo I cannot but exceedingly la-

ment that our Corruptions, Fadions and
Follies (hould render us incapable of ma-
king the true Ufe and Advantage of Vir-

tues uncommon to fo high a Station

:

Like
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Like beneficent Heaven, be bids us be
wife, great and happy, and we return

the Gift upon his Hands, and long and
luft again for our Eg^ptan Bondage.

^ Therefore ifany Errors or Abufes fhould

creep into the Adminiftration, or the old

Ones be not enough reformed, they ought
not, nor will be imputable ro him ; but

they alone ought to be anfwerable, whofe
Ports and Stations give them admittance

to his Royal Ear, and whofe Bufinefs

and Duty it is ro acquaint him with his

own Affairs, and to reprefent to him fair-

ly and undifguifedly the Circumilances

and Wants of his People; the Neglect

of which Duty ought to be Capital.

But to return to the Subjeft I am to

treat upon : The Civil Lift was not ex-

ceffive, till the Reign of Charles the 2d,

who bringing over with him French

Inclinations, a French Religion, and
French Luxury, and foon after having

alfo got a French Miftrefs, and procured

the whole Publick Revenue to be fettled

upon himfelf for Life, amongft other In-

ftances of his Frugality advanced the E-
ftablifhment of the Civil Lift to near Five

Hundred and Eighty Thoufand Pounds
j)er Ann, which then anfvvered the Puf-

pofes of that corrupt and vicious Court,

ind enabled it to make the firft Elfays of

C Feji-



Pentloning ParUaments. It was fome-

thing retrenched in King Jamesh time,

though the Queen Regnant, Queen Dowa-
ger, and Princefs Ame^ Courts were kept

eut of it.

When King William was fettled upon

the Throne, it was thought by maqy,'

who. were moft Zealous for fixing him

there, that this Excefs of the Civil Lift

ought to be remedied, efpecially cpnfider-

ing what an expenfive War we were en-,

gaged in. They thought it very ftrange

that he, who had received three Crowns
from the People's Gift, fliould contribute

nothing, nor abate the lealt from thq D6^
mands of the two former Kings, to main-

tain a War, entered into to fupport

him in the Throne he fate upon; but

this was efteemeld by othejs pf more
Breeding uncoyrtly Language, ungrateful

to a Bcnefador, who condefcerided to

w^ar the Crown only for our Sakes; and

and ^o thefe.unfaChionable People were

deem'd Male-contents, Whimfical, Grum-
blers, never fatisfied with any Govern-

ment, and not much better than Jacobites,

and at laft were forced to acquiefce, and

confent that as the King deferved more

than any of his PredecelTors, fo his Civil

Lift ought at leaft to be as great as any

of theirs ) and the general Opinion was
thai
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tbat Six Hundred Thoufands Pounds fet^[

Jlnnum^ being an even S"um, fliould be gi-

ven for thatPurpolV.

But even this was not thought enough.

for fome Gentlemens Purpofcs, who by
a newFearof Legerdemxiny carried on by
the Afliftance of an ancient and a dexterous

Member, fwho knew how to ferve him-
feif and the Court by Teeming to oppofe it^

which I thank Gcdi is not the Province of
any Perfonsnow} obtained a Revenue of
Seven Hundred Thoufjnd Pounds />f>'^;?;?.

to be granted to the King for Life, and
to be fiift raifed out of certain Funds,

which produced a largerS.um, applicable

afterwards to fuch Ufes as the Parhament
Ihould appoint ; which had this further

Inconvenience alfo attending it, that the

Courtiers not being to receive any Ad-
vantage by the Surplufs were nor likely

to be very felicitous what became of it,

provided the Fund given produced e-

nough to anfwer their own Demands, ai^d

therefore might pofiibly think themfelves

at Liberty to gratify their Friends and
Creatures, by charging ic with iieedlels

Officers, and indulging them, afterwards

in making their Fortunes as they could.

This Proceeding gave a general Of-

fence, nor did the Parliament long ac-

quiefce under it ; but as foon as they had

C 2 a



[ 20 ]

a little manumitted tbemfelves from the

Influence of the Conjuror's Wand, deter-

min'd to refume an Hundred Thoufand

Pounds per Ann, of what they had un-

warily given, and not fuOTer the Courti-

ers to riot in Luxury and Corruption,

whilll: they were exhaufting their very

Vitals, and finking under the Load of

their Debts and Payments. This Refo-

luiion was not to be withfiood ; fo

the Court Managers were forced to

confent that Three Thoufand ^v^^n

Hundred Pounds fer Week fhould be

firft taken out of the appropriated Funds

and applied to other Ufes, and the Re-

mainder, which was valued at about Six

Hundred Thoufand Pounds pr Ann. was
given to the Crown, with Expectation

that the Court when it was their own
would manage it better.

This was the Circumftance of the Ci*

vil Lift in King Willtam's time, and fuch

it was continued to Qiieen Anne^ who
gave in one Year a Hundred 1 houfand

Pounds to the Ufe of the War, maintain-

ed her own and Prince George*^ Courts

out of it, gave Fifty Thoufand Pounds

pr Ann, to the building of Blenheim^ as

much more as 'tis fa id fomevvhere elfe, and

the Managers are joully belyed too, if

ihey ^id not find out extraordinary Re-
compences
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compences for extraordinary Services; nor

do I remember to have ever heard oF a-

ny Defe^l: in the Civil Lid, till an igno-

minious Peace was to be ignominioufly

defended, and an Enghflj Parliament was
to be chofen to bring about a French Re-
volution.

In order to thefe worthy Ends, we
were told that the Funds given for the

Civil Lift had not near produced the Sum
intended; That the Queen had given the

firft Fruits to the pious Clergy ; not

without proper Hints befides, that the

Fifty Thoufand Pounds per Ann, had beea

punclually paid ; by which Means the Ci-

vil Lift was much in Arrear, and that

the Sum of Five Hundred Thoufand

Pounds was wanting, without which
God knows what would become of the

Qh— /; and the P r.

All honeft Men then faw and lamented

what might be the Confequence of fuch

an Attempt: They dreaded a Precedent

which might and probably would be fol-

lowed by every fuccecding Miniftry 5 and

then what muft become of the Kingdom,
when the abuling of an old Truft is a

fufficient Pretence for asking a new one,

Prodigality is to be furnifhed with new
Means of Profufion, and embezelling the

the Publick Treafure is a Reafon for a

Par-



[ 22 ]
liament to give more, to anfwer Purpofes

which they never approved, and perhaps

will never know.,

IF the Nation (hall encourage the Ex-'

ceedings of that Income by paying them
off, the Royal Revenue, and confequent--

ly the Royal Authority, will have no'

Bounds, but will run behind again, in

order to be cleared again, and fo create

3 new Circulation of Wants and Supplies,

as if there were enough already, and we
muft ever hereafter give what any new
Miniftry fhall think fit to ask. A new-'

and dangerous Method of fqueezing the

Kingdom, when it had given almoft its

all before!

But fo it was refolved, for an extraor-

dinary Occailon required extraordinary

Meafures, which were however happily

difappointed by his Majefty's coming^ to-'

the Crown ; nor can it be wondered if in

the firft Tranfports of a People juft refcued-

from Mifery and Deflrudlion, they thought

nothing too much for their great Bene-

fador.

Notwithftanding our heavy Load of
Debts, they gave him a Civil Lift great-

er than any of his Predeceflbrs, as it was*

not charged with their Burthens, nor lia-

ble to any Deficiencies, as King WilUarns

and the Queen's were. .

King
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King Charles the id maiataiaed the

Qaeen's Court, and his nunrierous De^
fcendants, out of his. King James main-
tamed his Queen's Court, the Queen
Dowager's, and the Princefs Jme's Family.
King IVtllUm maintained aifo the Prini
c^isAKne, theQ. Dowager, and the Duke
of Gloucefier

; and Queen Anne, all which
is abovementioned

; whereas a feparate
Revenue of an Hundred Thoufand Pounds
per Ann. is granted to the Prince for the
Appenage of himfelf and Family.
.Nor was the lead regard had to his
Majerty's other Dominions, which might
reafonably contribute to the Support of
their King's Court, who honours them
fo often with his Prefence, and leaves
the mediate Heir to his Crown amonsft
them. ^

Afl^L^
heartily rejoice at this Zeal and

Aftettion fhewn to his Perfon and Govern-
ment, fo the Intent of this Paper is to
make it as ufeful and advantageous to
him, as it is chargeable to his Subjefts,
which will take o{f all Pretences of new-
Demands in future Reigns, (for we are

•n u^
"^ ^^^^ "^ ^^^^^ ^"^ though they

Will be then made in the Name of the
Crown, yet may be afterwards fquan-
ored to fatten Horfe-leeches by fucking
the Hearts Blood of the People.

As



As 't!ie Crown never was, ^o it's ridi-

culous to believe it ever will be better,

for fuch irregular Supplies: The Demand^

upon it will rife in exa£l proportion to

their fancied Riches, and the VVeaknefs of

the Miniftry : Every one will think he

has a right to fhare in the Profit, who has

had a (hare in the Guilt, and endlefs

Importunities muft diftrad the Court, as

well as exhauft the Nation.
^
Whereas a

general good Husbandry will foon puc

an end to all wild and impertinent Soli-

citations : No one will pretend to what

no one has : Worthlefs Men will not

fpend their Subflance, in hopes to repair

themfelves out of the Kingdom's Ruins

;

but the Diredion of the publick Affairs

will fall naturally into Hands, who
have no Intereft but in the publick Hap-

pinefs.

It muft have been an unfpeakable Dif-

fatisfaftion to a Prince fo famous thro' the

World for the Government of his Family,

for his Frugality in laying out his Reve-

nues, and knovi'n Oeconomy of all his Affairs

in his other Dominions, to fee People here

fo overwhelmed with Vice and Fadlion,

with Corruption and ProdigaUty, that no

Incomes will latisfy them, no Gratificati-

ons oblige them, nor no Principles influ-

ence them. How muft he have been

fur-
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furpriTed whtn he fir ft. heard of a Cuflom In

the latter Part of the Queen's Reign, of hi-

ving Men to be prefcrr'd, and of giving greac

Sums to them to accept of great Places ; as
if there was any Office in Eriglaud could be
filled but with one Man, and that no other
deferving Perfon couJd be found who would
embrace it upon the Motives of its native

Honour and Advantage; Without doubt he
made the Reikdion, . that fuch Officer was
to abufe and pervert the Authority of his

Place, to do Work which he knew was un-
juflifiable and unfafe, and therefore when
he ventured his Head he was to be confide-

red and rewarded for his Boldne s and his

Danger.
How much muft he have beer, amazed

when he was told of anorher Pradice then,

of giving great Penfions to Men of great For-
tunes when they were difm.Ts'd from their

Employments, and often for Crimes -, That
one was to be rewarded for being turn'd out
of a profitable Office, and another for accep-

ting it, and that the Nation was to pay them
both. Certainly he ask'd, if they deferved
their Employments, why were they turned
out of them; and if nor, why muft they have
an Equivalent? But the Myftery was unravel-

led when he was informed, that dirty Work
had been, and was ftill to be done, and that

no one who had once been in the Secret,

was ever to be difobliged; That their Sue-
celTors had no Quarrel to their Conduct, but
to their Places, and were refolved to proceed
in the fame Methods, and fo were providing

I) only
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only for themfelves and their own Security

in Reverfion.

How miift he have lamented the poor

Queen's Unhappinefs to be ferved by fo weak
and corrupt a Miniftry, that though her Peo-

ple, without regard to the heavy PrefTures they

lay under, had given her a moft ample and

truly Royal Revenue to fupport the Splendor

and Magnificence of her Court ; yet like ^-
neas's Banquet it was almoft all devoured, or

fnatch'd away by the polluted Claws of ob-

fcene and ravenous Harpies; To that what re-

mained was fcarce enough to maintain her

Table and private Expences, and flie her felf,

like TautaluSi was the only Perfon that want-

ed in the midd of Profufion: When he was
informed that Part of it was eaten up by fu-

pernumerary Officers of no Ufe to her State,

or Service to her Perfon ,• that more of it was
fwallowed by the exorbitant BiWs of Station-

ers, Gardeners, Builders of all Kinds, Officers

of the Kitchen and Houfhold, and many others

who claimed a fortof Prefcription to Roguery,

and would think themfelves injured if they

could not wrong the Crown, and like Pellicans

pull out the Entrals of the Parent who fed and
raifed them. But how much more yet raufl: he

have been aflonifhed, when he was told that

the greatcft Part of his Revenue was lavifli'd

in Penfions, and given away to thofe who
were not only poffefs'd of moft of the great

Employments in England before, but had

every Day new ones created for them,

without regard to any other Merit or

Qualifications, but knowing how to make
a
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a proper Application of two Monifyl-
lables.

So wife a King could not avoid making
the natural Obfervations which refulred from
this unhappy Condu(5t: Undoubtedly he pi-

tied the Condition of Princes, who in the

midft of all the outward Shew and Pageantry

of Grcatnefs are often cncompafs'd, and 1 may
almoft fay imprifoned, by the moit ambitious

and corrupt of Men; that they muft fee with
fuch Mens Eyes, and hear with their Ears;

that vertuous Men always are endeavoured
to be kept from their Prefervce by fuch Mif-
creants, more than an infedious Diftemper,

knowing that Vice and Folly muft fly before

them, like Phantoms at the Approach of the

Morning Sun. He knew well that as fuch In-

feds are raifed out of corrupted Matter, by
the Heat of a Summer's Day ; (o they always

fly and feek for new Shelter upon the Ap-
pearance of a Shower, or the Approach of

the Evening Star.

Tn the profperous Condition of their Af-

fairs fuch a fervile Crew, like the Scum of

fermented Liquors, will rife uppermoft, and
appear always in fight, haunting their Courts,

flattering their Perfons, indulging their Vices,

and promoting their Expences ;
whilft wife

and good Men, confcious of their own Vir-

tue, and Abilities, will expeci: to be fought

after, tho' are feldom enquired for, till the

Remedy is too late, and 'tis out of their

Power to help their Prince, and fave their

Country.

D 2 He

I
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He eafily perceived from what Sources-

fuch Mifchiefs flowed upon the Qu^cen and
People. He faw that her Miniftry by their

Folly and Crimes had reduced chsmlcives e-

ven to a NeceiScy of bribing Men to do their

ov/n Bufinefs, and paying tbem to i'erve

themfelves. Having firft refohxd to raifc

their own Fortunes upon the Publick Ruins,
and to facrifice their Prince's and Country's

Happinefs to their own Ambition ana Co-
vetoufncfs, they were obliged to mai<e ufe i.

of the private Interefts and Paffions of Men,

.

and endeavour to fabdue every Spirit of Op-
pofition, and every popular Tongue upon
any Terms: They knew by Experience that

a good Gift would foftcnan an^jy HearCj:

and a good Pofl convince a refradory Ene-'

my or a Publick Spirit, who by fuch Means
would roundly and readily come into Mori-
ons and Meafures which before had appear'd

mondrous and dangerous; forae were paid

forfpeaking, others for holding their Tongues,,
feme for ailifting, others for not oppoling

:

Nor did they value the Expence, knowing a
Bucket full of Water thrown into a Pumpil
will fetch up all that is in the Well.

He then faw clearly the Reafon why the

Nation had never refented the moft exorbi-

tant Offences, viz,, becaufe the Miniftry

would not make a Rod for themfelves, and
punifh Crimes which they were refolved to

commit ; and why any Method was never
fincerely propos'd by thena, or thought of to

reduce the national Expences, which were
the Harveft of the Managers, and the Mines

out
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dut.of which they dug their Wealth." And
tis indeed but too true if there ever appear'd
any taint or fceming Offer to eafe the
Ka.ional Debts, it always terminated in a
Jobb to enrich private Men, and encreafeour
Burthens

He faw the Folly and Ridicule of heaping
up Places and Pen/ions often upon Men, who
muft have ftarved it they were to have got
but Five Pounds by their Merit- He was
too well acquainted with Mankind not to
Jiiiow, that the Clamours and Importunities
o^ fuch Wretches are endlefs and infinite;
who never know what is fit to ask, when
they have to do with thofe who do not
know what is fit to give ,• That fuch De-
mands will multiply upon a Miniftry fafter
than the Hjdras Heads, and the gratifying
One will produce an Hundred.
Men who are contented in their own Ob-

fcurity, when they fee Worthleffnefs rewarded
and bought up at a high Price, will put in
then: Claim too ; and think themfelves upon
a level in Merit with thofe that have none,
and fo ruin themfelves and Country in fpight.
It they are notgratified. When Penfions grow
common, and are promifcuouHy given to
thofe who have deferved them, and thofe
who have nor, the Demand and Application
tor them will grow univerfal: Every one will
efteem it a fort of Contempt to him to be left
out, and think himfelf as well intitled, as an-
other who is not intitled at all. So that what
IS taken tuom the People's Induftry, and given

for
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for the People's Proteftfon will be fquandred
away to fupport Lazinefs, Prodigality and
Vice, and the Bread of the Children will be
thrown to Dogs.
He muft have again condoled the unhappy

Queen's Circumftances, whofe foolilh and
depraved Miniftry in the latter Part of her

Reign had fervilely flatrer'd and co-operated

with a few Male and Female Parafites, who
befiegcd her Perfon and poifoned her Ears,

who were every Day leiTening their Prince's:

Intereft with her People, and ungra'tefully

facrificing their Eenefador's Honour, Hap^;

pinefs and Security to their own fordid Ava-'

rice and infatiable Pride, by engaging her

'in Alliances and Treaties unacceptable to

her Subjeds, and by keeping an open Mar-
ket, and felling to the faireft Bidder all Of-
fices and Employments which were not as

before difpos'd of, and by that means pre-

verting the National Juftice, impairing the Pub-

litk Revenue, and adding greatly to her Peo-
ples burthens ; for undoubtedly whoever is vile

enough fo to buy an Employment, will think

it Lawful to make the bert of it afterwards,,

and will ftick at no Methods to do it, when.
he is fure of Protection from thofe who have
received his Money.

All this muft have made him refled

upon the Viciffitude of humane Affairs, and
wonder at the Corruption and Dege-
neracy of a Nation, fo famous through
the World for being tenacious of their Li-

berties;, and often defending them at the

hazard of their Lives, and every thing elfe

that
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that was dear to them ; that they fiiould be

in his time funk (o low, and become fo

contemptible, that not one fingle Briton

ftould dare to open his Mouth, and but

breath his Refentments againft thefe glaring

and exorbitant Abufes.

He certainly lookt upon this as an Oppor-
tunity put by Heaven into his Hands, to

acquire Reputation to hirafelf and do good
to Mankind, and formed a generous and
fteady Refolution to call up all our antienc

Virtue, and reftore fo great a People to them-
felves. Almighty God cannot open a larger or

nobler Scene to a truly Great Man for the exer-

cife of his Virtues, than to fet him at the

Head of a corrupted People, that he may
have the Honour of reftoring and reforming
them, which is a Glory beyond all the gaudy
Triumphs of fabulous and imaginary Heroes.

But every honeii: Man ought to give his

Help too, to this great Work, and to affift

our Illufirious Benefactor in his Generous
Defign, and fiift fhew our Gratitude to him
by endeavouring to lighten his Crown and
make it h't eafy upon his Head ; which
can be only done by fupporting his Dignity
in the Manner which will moft endear him
to his People.

As the Parliament has given him a large

and moft noble Revenue, fo it cannot be
doubted from their known Loyalty but they
will do every thing in their Power to make it

efredual to him, and render their ov/n Gifts
compleat; thathemay receive what his People
pay, and they have the Pleafure to fee that

they
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ttiey are contributing to the Honour and
Splendor of the Crown, and not to the en«

riching of fome of the worft Mtn amongft
them, as has been the Cafe in tormer
Reigns.

Indeed this Diftemperby long habit feems
to be grown fo inveterate, and fo many pri-

vate Intercfts are concerned in prcvcnnng
the Remedy, that it is become a Work e-

qual to the Legiflature Power. Befides, the

Royal Authority ought always to be fcreen-

ed from the load of Envy and Anger, which
will always attend a Reformation of this

kind. As there are great Numbers whofe
Intereft will be affected by ir, and their dar-

ling Gain be at an End, fo thofe that under-
take it muft exped all the Refentments
which can be fuggefted by Rage and Difap-
pointment.

Nor can this Regulation be expeded from
the Favourites of Princes and the Followers

of their Courts and Fortunes; It would be
Cruelty as well as Folly to hope for fuch Af-

iiftance. Intereft and Self-Love will Hand in

the Way, and they muft hurt themfelves to

ferve the Publick, and leffen their own In-

come to encreafe their Mafter's: But the

Body of a grateful People can have no In-

tereft but in their Prince's Felicity, nor can

they give a greater Inftance of their Affed ion-

and Duty to him, than to refcue his Perfon

and Revenue out of Jaws which would
devour them both, if ever that fhould hap-

pen to be the Cafe; nor can a Pjriiament of

England do a more acceptable Adion, or bet-

ter



l::i C33]
ter rtcommend themfelves to their PrincipalSi

againft a fucceeding Eleftion.

At prcfent, I thank God, we have nothing

to fear from our induftrious, publick fpirited

and upright Miniftry ; but confidering the ufual

Jumble and Rotation of Factions in this King-

dom, who knows how long we may be Bleft

with them ? Therefore we have Reafon to hope

from the known Jurtice and Wifdom of our

Reprefentatives, that an efFe(5tual Method will

be found out to hinder us from relapfing in-

to the Calamities before complained of, and
which have proved fo fatal to both Prince

and People.

I am Sufficiently fenfible of my own Ina-

bility to propofe a proper Remedy for thefe

Evils, and know well that there are many o-

thcrs more equal to the Undertaking 5 which
they have hitherto neglected either from De-
fpair of the Cure, or worfe Reafons ; but I

have fometimes known a Patient given over

by a famed Phyfician, and cured by an Emt
perick.

It is one degree of Publick Virtue not to

defpair of the publick Happinefs. The Ro-

mans, the beft Judges of Merit, received

Honourably a Run-away General, quia non

^efperavtt de repuhlica : Many a State has

been deftroyed by weak and worthlefs In-

ftruments, and why may not one be faved by
them ? A Flock of Geefe once faved the Ca-
pitol by their cackling. Therefore encouraged
by thefe Reafons and Examples, I offer to the

Coniideracion of my Reprefentatives,

.-3/
tfJt.

I
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I ft. That a CommiiTion be eftablifhed by

the Legiflature, who fhall be empowered to

enquire by Oath into the Abufes of Colled-

ing and Managing every Branch of the Pub-

lick Revenue, as well as of the Civil Lift ; to

examine into the fupernumerary and ufelefs

Offices, as well as exorbitant Salaries and

extorted Fees; to look into the Bills of the

lower Officers of the Hou{ho|d,ofthe Builders,

Stationers, Gardeners, with all the ravenous

Crew ; to fearch into the Penfions and the

pretences for granting them, and indeed into

every Part of the Expence of the Civil Lift

except his Majefty's Privy Purfe, and lay this

Enquiry before the Parliament in thefucceed-

ing Seffions, and under what Heads they

conceive there may be a Regulation of the

Expence. - "^*i'
^'-'^'^v

sdly. That it be made High Treafori

for any Perfon to pay, or any Member' ©f

Parliament to receive, iii truft or ofhcrwife,

any Penfion, Sum of Money or other Gratui-

ty from the Crown, unlefs it be entered iti

a publick Office, with the Reafons for giving

or granting it, to which Office everyone may
have Admittance, and that all prefent Penfi-

ons be refumed. "^ t
•.'.'...

Such a Proceeding would be worthy of afi«

JLngliJh Parliament, worthy the RefpeS they

owe to their King, and giving him a fubftanti-

al and trtily Royal Income to himfelf, inftead

of making him a Nominal Truftee to rcceivd-

his Revertue only for theufe of others. Tthis:

would be doing it in the moft acceptable and

'

grateful Method, by taking the Odium to

themfelvcs.
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themftlves, and leaving the whole Benefit to

their Prince. This mud be alfo mod engaging

to his Virtuous Miniftry, who will have the

Joy and Tranfport of feeing and fharing in

a proper Degree his Grandeur and Magnifi-

cence, without the uneafy Task of their Pre-

decefibrs, (viz,.) of making new and ungrate"

ful Demands upon an exhaufled People. Ic

muft be an unfpeakable Satisfadion to them
too, to be freed from the daily and refllefs

Importunities of clamorous Pretenders to

Pen/ions, by having an Anfwer always ready

in their Mouths, which muft filence every im-

pertinent and unreafonable Demand.
It cannot therefore be qiieftioned but Per-

fons of their Sagacity and tender Sence of

Virtue, muft rejoyce and heartily concur in

a Defign fo glorious to his Majefty, advan-

tageous to his People, and conducive to

their own Honour and Quiet, and will un^

doubtedly give all private and prudent Af-

fiftance to it in their Power. What a Pleafure

muft it be to Them to fee, during their Ad-
miniftration, their Country eafed of its heavy
Burthens ; and, as it were, relieved from the

Jaws of Death, and become again a flourifh-

ing and moft Potent Kingdom T All who had
the Honour to know them before they were
worthily advanced to their prefentl3reatnefs,

have heard them frequently exert their known
Eloquence upon this Subjeft, and have Rea-
fon to hope, indeed I may fay exped, that

t^ey will now make good their repeated

Fromifes.

E 3 As
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As to myfelf, who own many Obligations

to their Goodnefs, as well upon the Publick
Account, as for a very late Favour perfonally

intended me, I fhali take every Opportunity
of acknowledging ray Gratitude; andj being
ftnfible I can no way make mylelf fo acceptable

to them, as by endeavouring to ferve my
Country, intend to continue in the fame Me-
thod, and hope, in due Time, to lay before

thein, what Sums may be faved in the Col-

ledion of the Publick Revenues, as well as

in the Expence.

I believe it may be eafily made out, that

the Management of the Revenues alone in

the late Reign, coft the People more than the

whole Produce amounted to in Queen Eliza"

leth's Time. And in this, I do not include

the immenfe Advantages then got by lndire5fc

Means, in all the Offices, and particularly

in the Navy, which coft the Kingdom many
times as much as the Officers could get to

themfelves, not only by greatly enhancing

the Price of all Stores and Provifions, but in

difcontenting the Seamen, and driving thera

into Foreign Service, wirhout which it's

thought our prefent Enemies could not have

appeared opon the Seas.

At prefent 1 fhall put them in Mind only

of the different Management of the Diredors
of two of the City Companies, and the latQ

JDiredors for the Publick.

Soutki
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^
,

.

^Siuth-SedVdmpany:

/.

Governors and Directors T^ 5^09
Treafurer — 300
Deputy Treafurer —^ _ — 150
Secretary --^^

[ ^00
Accountant '

~ ' '

200
Two other Accountants «

^ ^^o
Four Clerks . *«7r-^' ' • ago
Four Treafurers Clerks ^ f'^ ^"

lao
Houfe - Keeper, Door • Keepers and

Beadle '

Incidents, —

:

> about 600
} 180

In 4II not more fer Annum than 8000

Bank of England,

li

Governor, Deputy Governor, and 7
Diredors 5

4ooo

Secretary — 200
Accountant —<— ^ 200
One Cafhier • —^ 253
Three other Cafliiers

"

450
Other Clerks, • about 5000

lo all fomething more per Annum 1
than 1 1 0000

As I do not pretend to be exzSt in the Com-
putation aforefaid, (o I can be much kCs (o

in the fuppofed Profits of the Exchequer Of."

dees,



t 38]
fices, for obvious Reafons ; and therefore I

can only eftimate tlieiii at the reputed Va-
lues;' in which I am periu^€4 I do noc cx-

cei^d the Truth.
^^ n^-^-iT

£ord Treafurei

Secretary

Four I ft Clerks

Auditor General

efetks .

Tellers artd Clejks

Pells and (Jlerks

Reiiiertltfrkftcers

Auditors of the Revenue —TrTr~* 3.ooc»'

Auditors 'of the tmptefl. "*^^'' 8000
Pipe — 5000
Other Officers,. r • 5000

lacident Charges 15000

coo.;:. > ^ Tn all poooo

"^ 1 think it will not be denied, notwith-

f!ai1ding this great difference in the Expence?

that the Receipts and Payments are greater

in the ^ank than in the Exchequer; nay *tis

remarkable thatmoft of the Publick Payments

are now made at the Bank, there being ad

Officer from thence conftantly attending the

Exchequer, ready to give Bank Bills to all who
have Demands of Money. So that many of

the Offices there are now become Sine-cures,

as- others of them were before.

Before
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Before I conclude, I think myfelf obliged

to do all Right to the Jate Officers of the
Exchequer ; and as I have without rcfervc

cenfured their Errors, fo I ought equally to
applaud their Vercues, and to own that the
Revenue which pafTed through theit Hands
was really and in truth manag'd by Under-
Clerks, at lefs Expence than even in the Baiik

it felf ; infomuch, as I am told, the great
Accounts of the Army, which amounted to
fo many Millions, as well as the Cuftoms, (yc.

were paflbd and checqued only by Deputy
Clerks, with fmall Salaries, in the Auditors of
the Imprefts Offices ; nay, it's faid the Fru-
gality was then fo great, that the vaft Sums
gained during the laft War by the returning
of the Publick Money abroad were not ac-
counted for at all ; to which happy Parlimony
we owe the Difcovery of many of the brighteft
Genius's of the Age, who in all Appearance
might have been otherwife buried in Obfcu-
rity, and fo loft to the World for want of
proper Opportunities to exert their great
Talents.

Haud facile emergunt quorum vhtutilus obJUtt

Res augujla Domi.

FINIS.
















